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© 2023 
Fellowship at Cross Creek 
There is No Proven Character and Hope 
without Trials and Perseverance…  
Follow Up Thoughts on Conversation with Matt Tanner 
Romans 5; James 1; Job 1-2 
7.2.23 
j. cross 
 
 
Introduction… 
 
 A. What’s an Infinitely Better Joy to the Best Softball Team in America 
than Being Crowned the Best Softball Team in America… 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bRwIrUTT3Rg 
 
 
 B. Last Week…No Trials…No Proven Character… 
 

In the ancient world there was no banking system as we know it 
today, and no paper money.  
 
All money was made from metal, heated until liquid, poured into 
molds and allowed to cool.  
 
When the coins were cooled, it was necessary to smooth off the 
uneven edges.  
 
The coins were comparatively soft and of course many people shaved 
them closely.  
 
In one century, more than eighty laws were passed in Athens, to stop 
the practice of shaving down the coins then in circulation.  
 
But some money changers were men of integrity, who would accept 
no counterfeit money.  
 
They were men of honor who put only genuine full weighted money 
into circulation.  
 
Such men were called "dokimos" or "approved".  Donald Barnhouse, 
Pastor or Tenth Avenue Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia 1927-1960 

 
 C. What did you hear Matthew Tanner share last Sunday?  
 
 D. I want to return to and follow up that discussion… 
 



 2 

I. Comparing Romans 5 to James 1 
 
 A. Romans 5…. 
 
Romans 5:1 
Therefore, having been justified by faith…  
 
(declared righteous, forgiven and released from all sin or evil  
via mentally accenting to or trusting in God,  
or more specifically,  
His divine-human son, Jesus,  
and his sacrificial death or offering of himself  
on the cross  
as an atonement or righteous payment  
for what separates us from our Holy, Righteous and Perfect Creator… 
that is our sin, evil, wrongdoing etc.) 
 
we have peace with God  
through our Lord Jesus Christ,  
 
(which is exactly what Peter preached to Cornelius and his family, the first 
completely non-Jewish converts to Christianity in Acts 10… 
 
I now know…God is no respecter of persons,  
but He welcomes ALL those who fear or revere Him  
and seek to do what is right… 
 
And you know the Euangelion that was proclaimed to the people of Israel… 
of peace… through Jesus Christ (he is Lord of all))… 
 
Romans 5… 
 
2 through whom we also have obtained  
our introduction  
by faith (trust) 
into this grace (help…where we, the weaker, ask for and receive help from 
the stronger, God) 
 
in which we stand;  
 
and we celebrate (kauchaomai; glory in, boast; exult) 
in hope of the glory of God.  
 
3 And not only this,  
 
[and just as much as we exult in the hope of seeing God’s 
glory…] 
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but we also celebrate (kauchomai; boast)  
 
in our tribulations (thilpis),  
knowing that tribulation (thilpis)  
brings about (kaergazomai; creates; fashions, builds, constructs)  
perseverance (hupomene);  
 
4 and perseverance (hupomene),  
proven character (dokima);  
 
and proven character (dokima),  
hope (elpis);  
 
5 and hope (elpis)  
does not disappoint,  
 
because the love (agape)  
of God  
has been poured out (ekcheo)  
within our hearts  
through the Holy Spirit  
who was given to us. 
 
 B. Now Compare Romans 5 to James 1… 
 
James 1 
2 Consider (hegeomai; go before; be a leader; command; deem)  
it all joy,  
my brothers and sisters,  
when you encounter (peripipto; fall into)  
various trials (peirasmos; experiment; trial, proving)  
 
3 knowing that the testing (dokimion; proving)  
of your faith produces endurance (hupomene).  
 
4 And let endurance (hupomene)  
have its perfect result (teleios; completing),  
 
so that you may be perfect (teleios)  
and complete (holokleros; complete in every way; in all its parts),  
lacking (leipo)  
in nothing. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 4 

C. Comparing Romans 5 and 
James 1…. 
 
But we also celebrate 
(kauchomai; boast)  
 
 
 
in our tribulations (thilpis),  
 
 
 
knowing that tribulation 
(thilpis)  
 
brings about (kaergazomai; 
creates; fashions, builds, 
constructs)  
perseverance 
(hupomene);  
 
 

4 and perseverance (hupomene),  
proven character 
(dokima);  
 
 
and proven character (dokima),  
hope (elpis); 
 
5 and hope (elpis)  
does not disappoint… 
 

 

 

 

2 Consider (hegeomai; go before; 
be a leader; command; deem)  
it all joy,  
my brothers and sisters,  
 
when you encounter (peripipto; 
fall into)  
various trials (peirasmos; 
experiment; trial, proving)  
 

 

3 knowing that the testing 
(dokimion; proving)  
of your faith  
 
produces endurance 
(hupomene).  
 
 
 
 

4 And let endurance (hupomene)  
have its perfect result (teleios; 
completing), 
 
so that you may be perfect 
(teleios)  
and complete (holokleros; 
complete in every way; in all its 
parts),  
 
lacking (leipo)  
in nothing. 
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D. Blending the Two Passages Together… 
 
1) So Count it joy or exult in tribulations as much as you would 
experiencing the glory of God… 
 
2) Because trials lead to perseverance (hupomene) 
 
3) Hupemene to proven character (dokima) or perfect (telios) 
and complete (holokleros)… 
 
4) Not lacking in anything or a non-disappointing hope… 
 
(Why?  
 
Because the love [agape] of God  
has been poured out (ekcheo)  
within (or drenched)  
our hearts (mind, will and emotion or thinking, feeling and choosing)… 
through the Holy Spirit who was given to us. 
 
 

E. (And how does God or the Spirit do this?) 
 
(Back to James 1…) 
 

5 But if any of you lacks (leipo)  
wisdom (sophia),  
let him ask of God,  
 
who gives to all generously (haplos; sincerely)  
and without reproach (oneidizo; reproach),  
 
and it will be given to him.  
 
6 But he must ask in faith (trust)  
without any doubting (diakrino; variance, discrimination, disputing, 
opposing),  
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for the one who doubts (diakrino) 
is like the surf of the sea,  
driven (anemizo; agitated by the wind)  
and tossed (rhipzo; blown)  
by the wind.  
 
7 For that person ought not to expect  
that he will receive anything  
from the Lord,  
 
8 being a double-minded (di-psychos; doubled soul)  
man,  
unstable (a-katastaos; negative of stable; restless)  
in all his ways. 
 

F. Theological Summary of Romans 5 and James 1 Together…. 
 
1) Rejoice in our Tribulations…as much as God’s glory… 
2) Why? Because Tribulations produce Perseverance…hupomene 
3) Perseverance…Proven Character…dokima [tried]…telios 
[complete]…and holo-kleros [whole lot or portion]…in other words, perfect 
and complete in every manner… or not lacking [leipo] anything… 
4) And Proven Character…a Non-disappointing Hope… 
5) Because thru the Spirit we have been drenched in heaven’s love… 
 
Spiritual Corollary… 
  
Thus No Trials,  
No Perseverance,  
No Proven Character,  
No non-Disappointing Hope and certainly  
No Spirit nor  
God’s Love…(Heb. 12:1ff…God disciplines those he loves…) 
 
Cause it is through our Trials we truly come to know both the Love of God 
and the Spirit of God… 
 
II. The Early Precedence… 
 
Job 1-2 
 

A. Scene I: Setting… 
 
Job 1:1   In the land of Uz (oots; wooded grandson of Noah via Shem; 
perhaps somewhere in the Arabian desert south of Palestine) 
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 there lived a man whose name was Job (ayab; hated or to be hostile 
to, treat as an enemy).  
 This man was blameless (tam; perfect, complete)  

and upright (yasar; make smooth, straight; road or path construction 
or waters of an aqueduct; smooth work of graven gold; pleasing to the eye; 
agreeable);  
 
 he feared (yare; reveres) God and shunned (cuwr; soor; runs from) 
evil.    
 
(Note: shunned…Hebrew…sur; turning aside; depart…when Israel (Jacob) 
blessed his fourth son Judah…he said “The scepter will never depart [turn; 
shun] from Judah” 
 
…and it has not, nor will not in the person of Jesus…I AM SAVES…the 
Messianic heir of David from the line and tribe of Judah) 
 
2 He (Job) had seven sons and three daughters,    
 3 and he owned seven thousand sheep,  
 three thousand camels,  

five hundred yoke of oxen  
 and five hundred donkeys,  
 and had a large number of servants.  
 
He was the greatest (gidol; a mountain of a) man  
 among all the people of the East.    
 
(But…) 
 
4 His sons used to take turns holding feasts (mishteh; banquet; party, 
feast; from shathah…to drink, become drunk) in their homes,  
 and they would invite their three sisters  
  to eat and drink with them.    
 
5 When a period of feasting (drinking) had run its course,  
 Job would send and have them purified (kodesh; kosher; holy; 
consecrate; spiritually clean by some kind of ritual sacrifice or offering or 
fasting, etc.)  
 
Early in the morning he would sacrifice (‘alah; go up; ascend)  

a burnt offering (olah; whole burnt offering) 
 for each of them, thinking,  
 "Perhaps (‘uwlay) my children have sinned (chata; missed the mark) 
  and cursed (barak; bless; and curse; blessing…Ps. 10:3; 1 Kings 
21:10, 13; Job 1:11; ; 2:5,9) 
   God in their hearts."  
 
This was Job's regular custom (kol; all his days; everyday).    
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B. Scene II: Heaven… 
 
6 One day the angels (Sons of God) came to present (yatsab)  

themselves  
 before the LORD,  
 and Satan (satan; adversary; accuser) also came with them.    
 
7 The LORD said to Satan, "Where have you come from?"  
 
Satan answered the LORD,  
 "From roaming (shoot; roving; children of Israel out gathering manna) 
 
 through the earth  
 and going back and forth (halak; walk) in it."    
 
8 Then the LORD (Yahweh) said to Satan,  
 "Have you considered (put; set [sum] your heart towards) 
  my servant (‘ebed) Job (ee-yobe; hated)?   
 There is no one on earth like him;  
 he is blameless (tam; complete) and upright (yashar; smooth),  
 a man who fears (yare) God and shuns (shur; turns, departs from) evil 
(ra’)."    
 
9 "Does Job fear God for nothing (chinnam; freely, in vain; without cause; 
undeservedly)?" Satan replied. 
 
(Note: chinnam from for favor…for grace [chen or khane or channan], 
meaning does Job fear God without getting something from the deal…that is 
because God is blessing him; looking upon him favorably; i.e. look at all his 
wealth?   
 
Note: BKC. p. 720…“Is worship a coin that buys a heavenly reward?”  
 
Then both God and Job’s Adversary then goes on to add…) 
 
10 "Have you not put a hedge (sook; a fence; note: consider the hedge that 
a shepherd seeks to put around his priceless sheep…John 10)  

around him  
 and his household and everything he has?  
 
You have blessed the work of his hands,  
 so that his flocks and herds are spread (break out; bursting)   
 throughout the land.    
 
11 But stretch out your hand  
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 (Moses and his staff as the waters of the Red Sea spread apart and came 
back together; also the word Reuben used to warn his brothers against 
murdering their youngest brother at the time Joseph; shelach…don’t spread 
your hand out against…)  
 
 and strike (touch) everything he has,  
 and he will surely curse (barak; bless or curse) you  

to your face."    
 
(Note: If blessings stop coming out of God’s heavenly slot machine, will Job 
stop inserting his coins? Will he stop playing? BKC 
 
Now observe Yahweh’s response…) 
 
12 The LORD said to Satan, "Very well (behold), then,  
 everything he has is in your hands (yad),  
 but on the man himself do not lay (send out; stretch)  
  a finger."  
 
Then Satan went out from the presence of the LORD.    
 

C. Scene III: Back on Earth… 
  
13 One day when Job's sons and daughters  
 were feasting and drinking (shathah) wine (yayin) 
  at the oldest brother's house,    
 

1. (The First Wave of Trials…or Evil…The Sword…) 
 
14 a messenger came to Job and said,  
 "The oxen were plowing  
 and the donkeys were grazing nearby,    
 15 and the Sabeans (from Sheba; seven or oath; a nation of southern 
Arabia; the kingdom of the Queen of Sheba)  

attacked and carried them off.  
 They put the servants to the sword,  
  and I am the only one who has escaped to tell you!"    
 

2. (The Second Wave of Trials and Harm…the Fire…) 
 
16 While he was still speaking,  
 another messenger came and said,  
 "The fire (esh; aysh; flames) of God fell from the sky  
 and burned up (‘akal; comsume; eat) the sheep and the servants,  
 and I am the only one who has escaped to tell you!"    
 

3. (The Third Wave…Bandits…and a Second Sword) 
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17 While he was still speaking,  
 another messenger came and said,  
 "The Chaldeans (kasdiy; kas-dee; clod-breakers; from lower 
Mesopotamia)  

formed three raiding (pashat; strip; invade, spread out; flay) 
parties (rosh; head, summit; chieftan; divisions, bands) 

and swept down on your camels and carried (laqach) 
them off.  

 
They put the servants to the sword,  
 and I am the only one who has escaped to tell you!"    
 

4. (Fourth Wave…) 
 
18 While he was still speaking,  
 yet another messenger came and said,  
 "Your sons and daughters were feasting  
  and drinking (shathah) wine (yayin)  

at the oldest brother's house,    
 19 when suddenly a mighty wind (ruach)  

swept in from the desert  
  and struck (nakah; smote; slay; kill)  

the four corners of the house.  
 It collapsed on them (the youths; nayarim; ex. Joseph when 17)  
  and they are dead,  
  and I am the only one who has escaped to tell you!"    
 
20 At this, Job got up (quwm; koom; stood up)  

and tore (qara; into pieces) his robe (meh-eel; tunic)  
and shaved (gazas) his head (rosh; i.e. depicting the loss of personal 

glory…BKC).  
 Then he fell (naphal; cast himself down) to the ground (erets; earth) in 
worship (shachah; pressed himself down; prostrate; often used of 
worship…) 
 
21 and said: "Naked (‘aw-rome; exposed; vulnerable) 
 I came from my mother's (ame) womb (beten; fig. 
of sheol),  
 and naked (‘aw-rome) I will depart (shoob; return). 
  
 The LORD gave (Nathan; bestowed, granted, 
devoted)  
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and the LORD has taken away (laqach; same 
word used in v. 17 of the kas-dee who took all the 
camels);  
 may the name (shem) of the LORD (Yahweh) be 
praised (barak; blessed)."    
 
22 In all this (be kol zoth), Job did not sin (chata: miss 
the mark; make a mistake; miss the target; err)  
 
 by charging (giving to; nathan)  
 God with wrongdoing (tiphlah; empty, folly; silly, foolishness; frivolity; 
unseemliness; or unsavoriness; cheating; offensive; being underhanded; a 
crook) .  
 

D. Scene IV: Back in Heaven… 
 
Job 2:1  On another day  
 the angels came to present themselves  
  before the LORD,  
 and Satan also came with them to present himself  
  before him.    
 
2 And the LORD said to Satan, "Where have you come from?"  
 
Satan answered the LORD, "From roaming through the earth  
 and going back and forth in it."    
 
3 Then the LORD said to Satan,  
 "Have you considered my servant Job?   
 There is no one on earth like him;  
 he is blameless and upright,  
 a man who fears God and shuns evil.  
 And he still maintains (chazaq; strong; firm; prevail; rigid; stout; hard; 
holds on; won’t let go of; firm grip; used of God, strength and courage and 
mighty armies)  
 
  his integrity (completeness; tam),  
  though you incited (seduce; allure; instigate) 
   me against him to ruin (swallow; engulf) him  
   without any reason (chanam; without favor or cause; 
groundlessly; gratuitously; undeservedly; Jonathan defended David against his 
father when he sought to kill David without cause)."    
 
4 "Skin for skin!" Satan replied.  
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(A proverbial expression for bartering animal skins. BKC. In other words, 
Job’s Adversary is arguing that it was Job’s children’s lives that were taken in 
the place of his own, but now let’s see how he responds when his own life or 
existence is threatened…) 
 
"A man will give all he has for his own life (soul).    
 
5 But stretch (send) out your hand  
 and strike (touch) his flesh and bones,  
 and he will surely curse you to your face."    
 
6 The LORD said to Satan,  
 "Very well, then, (see he) he is in your hands;  
 but you must spare his life."    
 

E. Scene V: Back on Earth… 
 
7 So Satan went out from the presence of the LORD  
 and afflicted Job with painful (evil) sores  
 from the soles of his feet to the top of his head.  
 
(BKC. Smallpox or boils, a plague employed in the Exodus; elephantiasis)   
 
8 Then Job took a piece of broken pottery  
 and scraped (garad; stripping off the bark; pealing off of the skin)  
 himself with it as he sat among the ashes 
 (dung ashes and garbage outside of the city to soothe their sores)    
 
9 His wife said to him,  
 "Are you still holding on to your integrity  
  (gripping your tam; completeness; innocence)? 
  
  Curse God and die!"    
 
10 He replied, "You are talking like a foolish (nabal) 
woman.  
 
 Shall we accept good (tob) from God,  
  and not trouble (ra; evil; injury, wrong or 
harm)?"  
 
 In all this, Job did not sin in what he said.    
 
11 When Job's three friends,  
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 Eliphaz the Temanite,  
 Bildad the Shuhite  
 and Zophar the Naamathite,  
  heard about all the troubles (calamities; ra)  
  that had come upon him,  
  they set out from their homes  
  and met together by agreement  
  to go and sympathize (be disturbed; Aramaic; waver; agitated; 
shake; flutter like a bird; shake like a reed; feel emotion with and for)  
   with him  
   and comfort him.    
   (nacham; console; Aramaic…breathe pantingly of a horse; 
relieve)   
 
12 When they saw him from a distance,  
 they could hardly recognize him  
 
(Is 52-53; he was so disfigured he no longer looked like a man; 
his form was so marred he no longer looked human—);  
 
 they began to weep aloud,  
 and they tore their robes  
 and sprinkled dust on their heads.    
 
13 Then they sat on the ground with him for seven days and seven 
nights.  
 
No one said a word to him,  
 because they saw how great (gidol; before mountain 
of a man; now a mountain of suffering) his suffering 
(pain; anguish) was.  
 
 
Conclusion… 
 

A. Summary….What did we learn from the OU Women’s Softball 
Players? 

 
B. What did we learn thru Paul and James’ exhortations? 

 
1) Rejoice in our Tribulations…as much as God’s glory… 
2) Why? Because Tribulations produce Perseverance…hupomene 
3) Perseverance…Proven Character…dokima [tried]…telios 
[complete]…and holo-kleros [whole lot or portion]…in other words, perfect 
and complete in every manner… or not lacking [leipo] anything… 
4) And Proven Character…a Non-disappointing Hope… 
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5) Because thru the Spirit we have been drenched in heaven’s love… 
 

C. Spiritual Corollary… 
  
Thus No Trials,  
No Perseverance,  
No Proven Character,  
No non-Disappointing Hope and certainly  
No Spirit nor  
God’s Love…(Heb. 12:1ff…God disciplines those he loves…) 
 
…Our NEVER CHANGING WHY? 
 
Cause it is through our Trials we truly come to know both the Love of God 
and the Spirit of God…which allows us to Endure…and in Enduring…We 
are proven as the REAL DEAL…CHILDREN OF GOD…INDWELT 
WITH HIS SPIRIT… 
 
(Get the rebar…) 
 
 D. Today We Celebrate our Declaration of Independence from 
Fear…(See Handout…) 
 
 E. And that’s what you witnessed in Matthew Tanner…proven 
character… 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 


